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Federal Legislation:  
 
A) “Surface Transportation Reauthorization Heats Up” by Robert Fogel, Senior Legislative 

Director for NACO 
 
Both Chairman Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) of the Senate Environment and Public Works 

Committee and Chairman John Mica (R-Fla.) of the 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee provided updates earlier this month on 
where they are heading on the reauthorization of the surface transportation program.  

Boxer confirmed that she is working on a two-year reauthorization that would total about 
$109 billion for both highway and transit. Under this scenario, an additional $12 billion in new 
revenue would need to be found to supplement what the Highway Trust Fund can support. 

It is unclear whether Boxer has the full support of the Republican committee leadership. 
It is also unclear whether the Senate Finance Committee will agree with Boxer and find the 
necessary $12 billion to fully fund her proposal. Originally, Boxer and the bipartisan leadership 
of her committee had proposed a six-year $339 billion reauthorization that would have required 
about $75 billion in new revenue, a figure that appeared to be politically unattainable in the 
current budget climate. 

Meanwhile, Mica announced, at a two-hour briefing July 7, the outline of his $230 billion 
six-year reauthorization bill. In explaining the size of his proposal, which would mean a 30 
percent cut from current spending for highways and transit, Mica cited House rules limiting new 
Highway Trust Fund spending to the projected amount of revenue coming into the Trust Fund. 
His proposal would begin at about $35 billion annually for highways and transit combined. 

While no bill language was presented, he explained the need to stabilize the trust fund, 
which would ensure that the nation is not spending money it does not have. He stated his desire 
to include provisions that would leverage federal spending, such as TIFIA (the Transportation 
Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act) and state infrastructure banks. TIFIA would be 
increased from $110 million to $1 billion annually or 
$6 billion over the life of the bill, and Mica claims that would leverage $60 billion in low-interest 
loans over the life of the program. 

States that have their own infrastructure banks would be allowed to increase from 10 
percent to 15 percent the amount of federal funds they can direct to these banks. Mica outlined 
his interest in streamlining project delivery and the permitting process, which he believes would 
allow projects to get done more quickly and at a lower cost. Among reforms suggested are 
concurrent federal agency reviews and classifying projects in existing rights of way as 
categorical exclusions under NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act). The proposal would 
eliminate or consolidate more than 70 existing programs. 

Few of these programs were identified in the Mica proposal, but though it was clear that 
the Enhancement Program would be eliminated, the states could continue to have the option of 
spending funds on enhancement-type projects. It appears as if the Surface Transportation 
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Program and the Congestion Management and Air Quality Program would survive, but there was 
no mention of the Bridge Program. 

There would be a focus on the National Highway System, which would get more than 
half of the highway funding and would be increased to 160,000 miles. Highway Safety would 
also be a priority and the Highway Safety Improvement Program would be continued. Like the 
highway program, transit funding would be reduced. However, the percentage of formula funds 
available for suburban and rural areas, and for programs that support transit services for the 
elderly and disabled, would be increased. Changes would also be made to encourage more 
private sector 
investment in transit. 

Democratic members of the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee followed with 
their own briefing, which stated disappointment with the Mica proposal due to its underfunding 
of transportation infrastructure and its failure to create new jobs. Ranking  Member Nick Rahall 
(DW. Va.) indicated that he would support a two-year bill similar to the Boxer proposal. 
Similarly, Democratic leaders of the Senate Banking Committee, which has jurisdiction over 
transit programs, slammed the Mica proposal for its impact on transit service and on jobs, which 
they claim could lead to the loss of 141,000 transit-related jobs 

 
State Legislation :  
 
FDOT Secretary Prasad Announces Major Transportation Plan 
 The Florida DOT Secretary unveiled the Florida Transportation Vision for the 21st 

Century.  Prasad outlined Governor Scott’s goals to spur private sector job creation and to get 
our economy growing by having the best transportation infrastructure system in the nation. 

 While details are forthcoming some of the issues mentioned include: advancing 
nearly a billion dollars in construction projects in the current fiscal year; creating the Office of 
Freight Planning and Logistics to create greater efficiencies in moving cargo; and consider 
whether MPO partnerships or the consolidation of MPO’s within urbanized areas will provide 
greater transportation efficiencies.   




